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1031. The maritime interests of Canada are large, and the im-
portance of a thoroughly equipped Marine Department, there-
fore, correspondingly great. This has been recognized by the
Government and people of Canada for many years. The Union
of the provinces in 1867, by adding the large maritime interests
of the eastern provinces to those of the province of Quebec, em-
phasized the necessity of a separate department. Hon. P. Mitchell
became the first Minister of Marine and Fisheries and organized
the department which has control of marine matters.
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